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Synopsis

There is no better way to see America than on foot. And there is no better way to appreciate what
you are looking at than with a walking tour. Whether you are preparing for a road trip or just out to
look at your own town in a new way, a downloadable walking tour from walkthetown.com is ready to
explore when you are.Each walking tour describes historical and architectural landmarks and
provides pictures to help out when those pesky street addresses are missing. Every tour also
includes a quick primer on identifying architectural styles seen on American streets.Settlement in
the area dates to 1732. In 1779 when Martin Kaercher, Jr. received 250 acres of fertile land from his
father instead of tilling the ground by the banks of the Schuylkill River he laid out building lots. In
1787 the little settlement was known as Kaercher Stadt or Kaerchertown. In 1792 the northernmost
town in Berks County became its second postal designation (following Reading, PA in 1792).The
name A¢a -A“HamburghA¢a —Aswas adopted from the town of Hamburg, Germany since many of
the first inhabitants were Germanic, a dialect that still lingers here today. The town began to
blossom following the construction of the Centre Turnpike in 1812 from Reading to Pottsville. (both
towns approximately 15 miles from Hamburg). And with the opening of the Schuylkill Canal in 1820
and the railroad which came soon after, Hamburg boomed. Hamburg Borough, was organized in
1837, and has been called, A¢a -A“without a doubt one of the finest towns - architectually - to be
found anywhere in the state. Hamburg experienced a boom during a period in architecture when
ornamentation was popular. Victorian style in the homes and businesses in the town of Hamburg
reflected the pride and attention to detail of its inhabitants no matter what the cost. Look down north
4th Street, South 3rd Street or North 5th Street and youA¢a -4,¢ll find an abundance of ornate,
Victorian cornices, gingerbread moldings, and brickwork - a tangible history of days gone by.This
walking tour will begin at the Hamburg Public Library, one of the town buildings representative of the

high style buildings that appeared during the Victorian Period...
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